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protected areas has significant impacts on the envifonmental recovery
achievements attained during the past 25 years. This study aimed at assessing
and documenting these impacts.

The study has established that human activities in the new settlements are very
detrimental to environmental conservation activities that existed there before.
These activities include farming, house building, tree felling for fuel wood
and farm expansion, and sporadic grazing of livestock. No close monitoring of
how these activities are conducted was made. Similarly, none or just minimal
legal measures are being taken on against the offenders of the district by-laws.
Generally, the rate of environmental destruction has increased rapidly
especially in the areas where reversed migration is a major issue. This
generalisation can be extended to other areas located inside the KEA where
notable evidences of environmental destruction can be cited. The study
concludes that there is need to adopt a partnership management system, which
involves al] stakeholders in the protection of the environment in rehabilitated
areas. . This means adoption of a bottom-up approach. Environmental
conservation activities cannot be successively -achieved without community
participation. Community participation will, to a larger extent, increase the
rights and access of the local communities to the resources available in their
surroundings. This encourages villagers to think of long-term effects and
develop a sense of pride among the local communities.

1. BACKGROUND TO THE PROBLEM

The relationship between population and environment has drawn the attention of
many scholars in recent decades. Often, population has been viewed as a major
cause of environmental change and a hindrance to the attainment of sustainable
development especially in developing countries. A rapidly growing population
can create and accelerate population-resource imbalances, causing serious socio-
economic and environmental consequences Most often population growth affects
the natural environment and its various resources by increasing the demand for
food, water, arable land, wood and other necessities from the natural resource
pool (UNFPA 1991). Such linkages have made the topic of
population/environment a permanent item on the agenda for various
international, regional and national level gatherings as demonstrated by UNFPA
(1991).

In 1987, the World Commission on Environment and Development challenged the
international community and national governments to work towards a sustainable
future: one that will broaden, not contract, the choices future generations will have
to make. At its 1987 session, the United Nations General Assembly called for a
balance between population and environment capacities to make sustainable
development possible ... In December 1990, the General Assembly once again
emphasised the importance of addressing the relationship between demographic
pressures and unsustainable consumption patterns and environmental degradation















