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WHY SHOULD SOCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 
MATTER TO YOUTH? 

Youth are the biggest stakeholders. 

They need be part  and parcel of decision making.

Youth play a pivotal role in the development agenda.

Its both a constitutional and democratic role 



YOUTH ENGAGEMENT IN COVID 19 

• In the wake of covid 19 youth were among the frontlines in responding to 
the pandemics in their diverse ways in  sub Saharan afrika .

• Youth led different interventions from physical activities to online activities 
across the continent .

• Some of the activities were;

• Feeding programs ,WASH, online interventions ,covid 19 messages and 
sensitizations ,community outreach, social accountability projects and 
humanitarian related projects including others .









COUNTRIES WE PROFILED 

Kenya 

Nigeria

Ethiopia

Tanzania

Uganda

South Africa



EXAMPLES OF THE HUMANITARIAN 
INTERVENTIONS 

• Francis Amonde in Kenya was running the cup of uji and be nice feeding 
program targeting boda boda families this includes food packages in Nairobi .

• Vincet ouma in Kenya through his basket ball ream managed to give families 
from the informal settlements in Mombasa

• Wevyn muganda from Mombasa also had a humanitarian  initiative in Mombasa 
county where she was donating food to vulnerable communities .

• Asha jaffar from Kibera was running a food program targeting the low income 
earners .



COVID 19 MESSAGING AND SENSITISATION

• Ayanda Manala from south afrika led campaigns on covid19 and human rights in 
south Africa .

• Collins nnwabugu from Nigeria led collaborative meetings to support their 
communities in diaspora and Nigeria .

• Uzalendo afrika initiative spear headed a campaign on debunking covid 19 myths 
and fake news that called for fact checking and verifying information before 
sending it online .

• A group of human rights defenders under the human rights lab held online 
conversations on promoting human rights in the wake of covid 19 

• Omar chai from Mombasa targeted communities through outreaches – sensitizing 
them on covid 19 messages and WASH programmes



KEY FINDINGS 

 Involvement of youth in covid 19 interventions by the different state actors was 
minimal .

 The need for a holistic approach and youth inclusion in state and non state 
actors .

 The proactiveness of youth during the covid 19 pandemic is commendable.

o Afrika needs to look for African solutions to African problems, we have seen 

quite a number of problems being solved from Madagascar coming up with a 

cure of covid19 to locally manufactured PPES and ventilators .

 Technology as an enabler and propeller for African countries .

 The need to invest in digital safety and security . 



THE QUESTION OF SOCIAL 
ACCOUNTABILITY 

• According to the EACC Kenya loses  an estimated  608 annually to corruption 
,which is about 7.8 % of the countries GDP ,

• This year alone we can not account for the covid 19 funds ,this speaks a lot to 
transparency and integrity ( chapter six of COK couldn’t have put it any better ) 

• Citizens continues to be locked out of important process like meaningful public 
participation and access to information which is a key pillar in reducing corruption 
,

• Question ? How much can 608 billion do to our economy ? 

• This is why  promoting the role of civilian oversight and active citizenry becomes 
an important ingredient in accountability



LEARNING FROM MY PROJECT UWAJIBIKAJI 
MASHINANI

• This project seeks to strengthen  the role of communities in promoting civilian oversight 
especially demanding for accountability in  public process that affects their lives .the 
intention of the project is addressing the existing gaps in public participation, access to 
information  and social accountability whereas citizen engagement is concerned .

• This project therefore seeks to build the capacities of communities to demand for 
accountability from their local governments .

• Training communities to demand for action through accountability cells  and use of 
technology ( social media )that will help them understand their role in promoting civilian 
oversight.

• Generating public discussion online to form a critical mass that will demand 
accountability through structured online social media campaign 
#UWAJIBIKAJIMASHIANIKE (This campaign will both on twitter and Facebook



KEY FINDINGS

I. The level of transparency and accountability in covid 19 resources is 
questionable. 

II. Partial involvement of youth and community in general in public 
participation. 

III.Access to information is a big challenge




